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Announcing the Master of Systems Analysis 
(MSA) Program Starting in March 2006  
NPS is currently accepting applications for a new 
DLMaster’s degree program in Systems Analysis. Open 
to qualified military officers and federal government 
civilians, this new distributed learning graduate degree 
program is designed to prepare students to apply critical 
thinking and analytical skills to support key decisions in 
both operational and staff assignments.  The MSA pro-
gram is a 24-month, part-time program. Students take 
two courses per quarter, for eight quarters. Students 
who successfully complete the program will receive a 
Certificate in Systems Analysis and a Master of Systems 
Analysis degree. The MSA is a professional degree 
awarded for completing a curriculum focused on the     
practice of the profession rather than the more general  
arts or sciences behind the profession.  
     This program is especially tailored to students whose 
career pattern will not allow them to enroll in a full-time 
graduate education program. The entire degree program 
can be completed at the student's current duty station. 
This program consists of a blend of approximately 50% 
web-based, online instruction, and 50% video tele-
education (VTE). The web-based instruction is paced 
week-to-week by the instructors, but the students have 
great flexibility to do their coursework at times of their 
choosing during each week. The VTE classes meet at a 
scheduled time, once per week, during the workday, 
with the agreement of the student's current command. 
 
Applications accepted through the end of Feb 06.  
Details are available online at 
http://www.nps.edu/dl/npso/degree_progs/msa.html 
CAPT Zolla, USNR (Ret.), is a former F-14 RIO with 26 years in the Navy. A graduate 
of NPS and the Royal Navy Staff College in London, he has served as a detailer, staff 
officer, and commanding officer. CAPT Zolla can be reached via email at                 
gazolla@nps.edu or by phone at (619) 556-3282.  
What is the Naval  
Postgraduate School?  
 
The Naval Postgraduate School (NPS) pro-
vides unique professional military-relevant 
graduate education that meets the highest  
academic standards while responding to the dynamic educational 
and research needs of the Department of Defense, other federal 
agencies and our international allies.  
     Over half the students enrolled at NPS are active duty Navy and 
Marine Corps officers. The other half are military officers and civil-
ians from all U.S. services and other federal agencies, international 
students, and hundreds of students participating in NPS certificate 
and graduate programs via distributed learning methods.  
     Fields of study are defense focused and designed to make each 
student an expert in their chosen field. While the majority of the 
student body is comprised of military officers, as of 6 January 
2006, enlisted service members are permitted to enroll in some 
NPS graduate certificate programs. Certificate programs are  
graduate-level programs consisting of four courses offered over a 
one-year period. Whether attending an onsite Master’s degree  
program in Monterey or participating in one of the many distributed 
learning opportunities, there is no out of pocket tuition cost to the 
student, although uniformed Master’s students do incur an  
additional service obligation in exchange for attending NPS. 
     Details on NPS programs, admissions requirements and  
processes are available online at http:\\www.nps.edu. 
 
Open Seats in Graduate Certificate  
Programs in Information Systems  
Technology and Information  
Systems Operations 
Both programs are offered entirely online and 
can be taken from anywhere in the world.  There 
is no tuition charged to the student as the     
programs are fully funded by NETC.  Credits 
earned may count towards a full NPS Master’s 
degree or a degree at another university. A 
Bachelor’s degree is required for admission to 
both programs. Additional prerequisites apply. 
Details are available on the NPS web site at  
http://www.nps.edu/DL/NPSO/cert_progs/index
.html. 
A Word from George Zolla, CAPT, USNR (Ret.)  
Director, San Diego PME Outreach Office  
 
     The NPS Distributed Learning (DL) community is growing quickly. 
Thanks to the Internet and other rapidly evolving educational tech-
nologies, we are able to offer more classes to more students at 
more locations.  From graduate level certificate programs to full 
Master’s degrees, NPS is here to educate the Fleet. 
     There are many courses conducted entirely on the Internet with 
no formal meeting times that can be completed in any time zone. 
We also use video-teleconferencing classrooms (VTC) to conduct 
several of our DL Master’s degree programs. There are many of 
these classrooms throughout the Pacific that are available for NPS 
classes. We are interested in establishing our presence in several 
Pacific locations so if you are interested in any program that uses 
VTC please let us know.  
     If you are in San Diego, feel free to stop by our offices at the 
32nd Street Naval Station to discuss learning opportunities for you 
or your command. If not, feel free to call our office or visit the San 
Diego NPS website:  http://www.nps.edu/DL/FCA/SD/index.html. 
